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TO THE GOOD PEOPLE OE 


NORTH AMERICA, 


os ; | 


H xcuss a native of the City of Lon- ' 
don; who is not conſequential enough to be | 
the agent, and whoſe ſpirit. would never N 
1 permit him to be the hireling of any power | 

| upon earth; for intruding his ſentiments 

at this critical juncture, upon a ſubject of 
ſo vaſt importance to you, as well as to his 


brethren of old — 


- 
—— DC ——— — 


In 1745, your addrefler was an eye wit- 
neſs to the bravery and great ſervice of 
A 3 your 


—— —— — ——— — 


: your” fellow — | at the ſiege of 
Louiſburgh; he found proofs innumerable 
pf their Joyalty and love for their political 
parents, during a very ſhort reſidence at 
Boſton ; and to finiſh his apology, hath felt 
himſelf thus far thraugh life, naturally and 
ſtrenuouſly impelled to take part againſt the 


powers of oppreſſion. 


When the baneful Boſton port bill rg 
"mth its malignant head, a gloomy cloud 
ſeemed to overſpread this metropolis, ſome 
were confounded and horror- ſtruck by ſuch 
a ſerpentine. appearance, others ſaw not 
what a qnonſtrous birth it was; ſome were 
fearful, more were ignorant, and too many 
were baſe enough, from mercenary motives, 
to diſguiſe its diabolical features. At this 
inſtant the OLD ENGLISH MERCHANT 
ſtepp'd forward, and if his ſervices have nat 
been equal to his wiſhes, he will never re- 
nounce the rectitude of his intentions; befides 
he hath the vanity to uppers he hath been at 
Ex leaſt 


„ 
leaſt the means of ſtimulatin g abler writers 
ta become advocates in your cauſe, in the 
cauſe of FREEDOM, in the cauſe of 
TRUTH. 


It may be abjected, that the ſcripture 
. ſtile ought not to be trifled with; but if it 
is conſidered, that the public attention ſeem- 
ed to be ina lethargic ſtate, that ſamething 
uncommon ſeemed neceſſary to rouſe it. 
And, alſo, that the ſubject is as conſequen- 
tial to a whole people, conſiſting of ſeveral 


millions, as that of the Children of Iſrael 


in the days of old could be to them, the 
3 perhaps may appear greatly a- 
bated, 


That the evils complained of may be 
effectually done away, that juſtice may 
ſpeedily reaſſume its empire, that harmony 
for ages between Old England and the 
colonies may be renewed and continue: 
But if the times ſhould require it, that 

— 


TE 
| an aſylum may remain for the people of 
this country, is the ſincere and fervent wiſh, 


of your much obliged, 
moſt grateful, 
and moſt devoted, 


ſ | Ep: humble ſeryant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


CHA P IT ERS, &c. 


| Turning over the Third Book of the CrnRonictes 
I met with the following Chapter ; | 
| And am your's, &c. 


A FRIEND To THE KING. 


CHAP. I, 


7. North, the King's Treaſurer, is near Sighted. 22: France and 
Spain confer with the Men of North America. 29. They re- 
ceive an Anſwer. 33. There are Men of Belial about the 
King. 42. Howbeit, the Event is waited for by the Men of 


America. 


1. C ND lo! it came to paſs, that on the fourteenth 
day of the third month, Frederick, the King's friend 
and Treaſurer, | 
2. Supported by Feremiah, the Cofferer of the King's Houſ- 
hold, and by divers other Scribes, Phariſees, and Sadducees, 
3. Came down to the general Aſſembly of the Ancients of 
the People. | 
4. And Frederick the Treaſurer, declared unto the Ancients 
of the People, that the King's wrath was kindled againſt the 
men of Bo/ton, and againſt all the men of North America, 
5. Which is on the other ſide of the vaſt waters, called the 
Atlantic Ocean, as thou goeſt unto the uttermoſt parts of 


the earth, _. 
6. Becauſe they had refuſed to ſuffer his meſſengers and 
tax-gatherers to take from them their gold, and their ſilver, 
their ear-rings, and their noſe-jewels, their flocks and 


their Herds, 
A B 7. J And, 


14 
7. N And, behold! Frederick the Treaſurer, is near-fighted, 
and not able to ſee the things which are afar off; 

8. Wherefore it happened, that divers of the King's ſervants, 
who were men of Belial, and evilly enclined 3 our Lord 
the King, and towards his houſhold, took advantage of this 
infirmity. | | | 

9. And they ſaid unto Frederick the Treaſurer, now go 
thou down to the Houſe of the Ancients, even in the gate of 
the ancient Houſe of our Lords the Kings, who now ſleep 
with their fathers, 

10. And ſay thou, let the men of Boſton be firſt puniſhed, 
and let their firſt puniſhment be, that the King's fervants and. 
tax-gatherers be removed from among them. | | 

II. & And now, fo the matter was, that by the eſtabliſn'd 
Jaws of the country, no man could buy or ſell the timber for 
building of ſhips, | © 

12. The oil, and the pitch, and the tar, and other the pro- 
duce of that land, without the taxation of the tax-gatherers 

and ſervants of the King. 
13. And now it ſo happened, that all thoſe who carried on 
traffic with the men of By/ton, and that ſent them their fine 
linens, their purple, their ſcarlet, their velvets, and the works 
of the cunning workmen, 1 5 . | 

14. Whe know to work cunningly, in wood, and in ſtone, 
in carvings, and in beaten gold, in fine ſilver, and in precious 
ſtones, to buy therewith, for themſelves, the merchandizes . 
of the countries of America. | 

15. When they heard theſe things, complained loudly to 
the Elders of the people. | 

16. Saying, Alas! Alas! Brethren, what are you about 
to do? Behold | theſe men are altogether guiltleſs, | 

17. Since they are not unwilling to raiſe among themſelves, 
for the uſe of our Lord the King, fach taxes as may be reaſon- 

able and juſt, according to the decrees and cuſtoms of our 
forefathers, which alter not; 

18. And lo! are we not one people? | 

19. Howbcit, the ſervants of our Lord the King cannot 
faiſe taxes, according to thoſe decrees and cuſtoms, without 
the conſent of the Ancients of the men of America ; 

20. And the Ancients of the people there utterly refuſe to 
give up ſuch their cuſtoms and uſages, which had been pur- 
Chaſed for them by the blood of their forefathers, 

21. Why therefore will you puniſh them, being innocent? 
and lo! in fo doing, ye will puniſh us alſo, ſeeing they 
are indebted unto us; and we are fare afraid, - 


22. And 


1 

22. © And behold! the King of France, and the King of 
Spain, who alſo have lands in that part of the earth, lift up 
their voices, and cried aloud, ſaying, _ 

23. Oye men of Baſton ! and all that inhabit the Continent, 
and alſo the Iſles of North America, come now over unto us, 

24. And behold | we will preſerve to you all the rights 
obtained' for you, and handed down to you, by the blood of 
your Anceſtors, valiant men, and men of renown, 

25. Let your wives, your concubines, your flocks your 
herds, and your little ones, and all that is yours, reſt in ſafety! 

26. For behold ! you ſhall- trade with us, and we will be 
hence forth as one people, ſave only, that we wilt not here- 
after ſay unto you, | 

27. Go now with us up unto the houſe of Rimmon, and 
bow ye yourſelves down before Rimmon; 


28. But you ſhall worſhip the Lord your God after your 


own manner, and no man ſhall make you afraid. 

29. ¶ Nevertheleſs, the men of America anſwered the Kings 
of France and of Sparn, ſaying, how ſhall we ſet our faces 
againſt our Lord the King? | , 

o. How ſhall we ſeparate ourſelves from our elder brethren ? 
fer lo! are they not bone of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh ? 

1. Doth not our bowels yearn over them, even as the 
bowels of Joſeph did yearn over his elder brethren, in the 
land of Egypt, | 

32. When they came down thither, becauſe of the dearth 
that was in the land of Palſtine. 


33. J Furthermore, wot we not, that our lord the King 


hath evil counſellors, men of Belial, about him? 
34. And behold ! it is the earneſt prayer of the men of 


America, the faithful ſubjects of our Lerd the King, 


that the King's enemies, the men of Belial, may be removed 
far from the preſence of our Lord the King, 
35. And that he may ſee the things 


peace, before they are hid from his eyes. 


\ 


at belong to his 


> P 


36. J And behold ! the Kings of France and of Spain, lift 


up their voices, and called upon the men of America, yet more 
and more vehemently. | 
37. But they are AE again, and ſaid nay, nay, but we 
will ſee how our Lord the King will deal with us; peradventure 
the Angel of the Lord may appear unto him, and may open his 
eyes, and alſo the eyes of Frederick his friend, who ſeeth dimly, 
38. And may ſhew eur Lord the King, that his evil coun- 


ſellors are thoſe men of Belial, ho heretofore ſerved the enemies 


of his Houſe, who ſet en the Throne of our Lord the King, 
B 3 39 Whom 
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39. Whom the Lord God of Irael turned out in his wrath, 
and the God of Jacob rejected in his ſore diſpleaſure. 

40. Nevertheleſs, one of theſe, are the men of Belial, ſeek- 
ing to eſtabliſh, on the Throne of our Lord the King, 

41. Who will ſay unto us, My GrRAanD-FATHER chaſtiſed 
you with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 
442. J And behold! the men of America waited the event. 


The Gazetteer having publiſhed a ſurreptitious Chapter of 


CHRONICLES, principally taken from the foregoing, by 
A Friend to Old England, alledging the firſt Chapter to be 
Apocryphal, that this latter Friend had ſpent many years 
in Turkey, had run over ſeveral books of judicial aſtrology, 
and that in the Grand Sultan's Library, he had ſeen the 
Goſpel of St. Bartholomew, and the loſt Book of CHRONI- 
CLES. It was thought - neceſſary to publiſh the ſecond 
Chapter as follows. 


To the PRINTER. 


| Herewith I ſend you another Chapter from the loſt Book of 


CHRONICLES, and your readers muſt determine, whether 
they believe me or your Correſpondent, who {tiles himſelf 
A FRIEND To OLD ENGLAND, to be poſſeſſed of the in- 
valuable original. To be ſure, I am intereſted, and there- 
fore may be biaſſed, but it appears clearly to me, that my 
opponent, notwithſtanding his boaſted knowledge of ju- 
dicial aſtrology, can only have had acceſs to a miſtranſlated 
copy, from ſome mutilated and interpolated Eaſtern manu- 
ſcript; and that mine was certainly the book found by 

Nehemiah, the ſon of Hachaliah, under the broken wall 

of e e after the Babylonian captivity. 1 

Though this diſpute is evidently of the firſt conſequence, it 
is molt chearfully ſubmitted to public deciſion, by 


| A FRIEND To THE KINO. 
CHAP: I 


I. The Faſt. 4. The _— the United Provinces of Holland, 
confer with the men of North America. 40. The final deter- 
mination of the latter. 45. Mention is made of another Bock. 


I. q A” D behold ! though the men of America waited 


the event, yet they waited for it with fear, and 


with trembling ;' they faſted, and they prayed. 


2. They put on ſackcloth, they rent their garments, and 
they humbled themſelves in the duſt, before the Lord their 


maker. 8 


3. Even 


(53 - 
3. Even before the God of Abraham, the God of Tſaac, 
and the God of Jacob, did they humble themſelves. 


4. J And now ſo it was, that the High and Mighty States, 


even the men of the United Provinces of Hzlland, lift up. 


their voices, and cried aloud, ſaying, 

5. O ye men of Bo/ton! and all ye the inhabitants of 
North America, why are ye ſo diſquieted? and wherefore is 
it that your ſouls are ſo troubled within you ? | 

6. Secing that we worſhip one God, and after the ſame 
manner ; turn ye now unto us, let us trafic tagether, and 
let us be as one people. | | 

7. And the men of America anſwered and ſaid, 'nay, nay, 
but wiſt ye not, that our mother, and our elder brethren, 
have ſet their faces againſt us, and are in wrath. 5 

8. Verily, verily, ye above all men ought to know, and 
acknowledge, how pleaſant and how profitable it is, for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. — 

9. © Nevertheleſs the Hig) and Mighty States, even the 
men of the United Provinces of Holland, cried out, without 
ceaſing, and ſaid, 

10. Albeit as your mother hath become a ſtep- mother unto 
you, and as your elder brethren have eſtranged their counte- 
nances from you. 

11. Now then, eſchew them, in the bitterneſs of your 
hearts; forſake them, and cleave unto us. 

12, And behold, we will be as a loving mother, and as 
loving brethren unto you, henceforth, and for evermore. 

13. For lo! have we not heard with our ears, and hath it 
not been told unto us, how that your mother hath given you 
vinegar, when you have aſked for milk ? 12 

14. That the hath given you a ſtone when you have aſked 
for bread ; and that ſhe hath given you a ſerpent, when you 
have aſked for a fiſh ? 


15. Furthermore, have not your elder brethren made 
| hewers of wood, and drawers of water, of you ? 


16. And are they not now ſeeking to burthen ye with 
heavy burthens ? | 


17. {© Now fear not ye, but be of good cheer, foraſmuch 
as ye muſt have heard with your ears, and your forefathers, 


Who fled from perſecution, from the houſe of Stuart, and from 


the land of bondage, muſt have told ye. 


18. How that in the days of old, even in the time of 
Philip the Second of Spain, our forefathers were alſo ſore 
troubled, by means of a Governor, called the Duke of Alva. 


19. And 
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19. And behold, they named themſelves, The poor and 
diſtreſſed States of Holland; and they humbly beſought Eliza- 
&eth, the Great Queen of your forefathers, for ſuccour, and 
ſhe gave them help. | 

20. And our forefathers united as one man, they ſprang 
forth as a green leaf ; they became laſting as the ever-green, 
and ſturdy as the mighty oak tree. 

21. And lo! do not all the princes of the earth call us 
High and Mighty even at this day f. 

22. ¶ Moreover, ye cannot but have heard, how the men 
of Helvetia ſtruggled in a much older time, with the oppreſ- 
Gon of their oppreflors, | | 
23. Who ruled over them with a rod of iron, and with an 


 out-ſtretched arm. | 


24. And how that the Angel of the Lord appeared unto 
William Tell, and directed his hands and his eyes, fo that he 


might ſhoot the apple upon his ſon's head, without hurting | 


the hair upon the head of his ſon. ; 


25. And by his means the men of Helvetia became free- 
men ; and behold, are they not called unto this day, The 
Freemen of Switzerland, even of the Thirteen Cantons 


thereof ? 


26. J Now, then, ariſe ye alſo as one man, unite ye to- 
gether, gird up your loins, and make your appeal unto him 
who ſitteth above the clouds; | 

27. Who rideth upon the wings of the wind, and who 
ruleth the waves of the ſea, even unto the moſt High. 

28. And feel ye bold in the cauſe of freedom. 

29. For, ſurely, * are not to learn, that the race is not 
always given to the ſwift, or the battle to the ſtrong. ; 

30. ¶ And the men of America anſwered the men of the 
United Provinces of Holland again, ſaying, 92 

31. Why tempt ye us in the day of our diſtreſs, even in 


the very hour of bitter anguiſh, to forſake our dearly beloved 


brethren, and our Lord the King ? 


32. Surely ſome deadly enemy towards the houſhold of 


our Lord the King, and towards his family, muſt haye be- 
guiled you with lies, touching our mother and our brethren. 
. For, until the men of Belial waxed numerous, and 


powerful at home, we lived together in the moſt perfect har- 
mony. | | 

34. We were drawn together with cords of love; we were 
a conſtant comfort and ſupport unto each other, in war and 


35 But 


(7 I 
5. But now an evil ſpirit hath gone forth for the deſtruc- 
tion of us all. ST | 5 5 

36. N And lo! it cometh from the North / 

37. Some put their truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes, 
but we will ſerk the Lord our God, and earneſtly, beſeech 
him, not to harden the hearts of our Lord the King, and of 
our elder brethren, againſt us: ; 

38. Peradventure the ſpirit of oppreſſion may prevail, but 
for a time; peradventure it may pals over as the paſling of a 
heavy cloud. 3 4 

39. And furthermore, wot we not, that out of evil ſome- 
times cometh forth k | l "MN 

40. ¶ But if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord Jehovah, to viſit us 
for our ſins, and to puniſh us for our tranſgreſſions, inſo- 
much that ſhould our elder brethren perſiſt in violence, and 
ſhould they bring an armed hoſt againſt us, to deſtroy or 
enſlave us, our wives, our concubines, and our little ones, 
to force from us, our flocks and our herds. : 

41. J Then, but not till then, will we reſiſt with the 
arm of fleſh; we will call for the ſword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon, and we will ſeal the covenant of freedom with 
our blood. | 1 ge 

42. J Then, and not before, ſhall it be fulfilled as it 
was written, of the children of IJſrael, and we will fa 
en, N | 

43. What portion have we in David? What in- 
heritance have we in the ſon of  Jts8E ? Every man to. 
your tents, O IsRAEL : and now, Davin, ſee to thine 
own houſe.” ? 3 . | | 

44. And as to the reſt of the acts of the men of America, 
and the things that they did ; their improvements in vhe 
cunning arts and in manufactures, their wars, and their 
traffic, | | | 

45. Lo! are they not as yet, written only in the book 

of Fate. | 


To. 


* — 


To the Goor PROFILE f ENGLAND. 
GE I 1 MK 


ROM the firſt ſettlement of the Province of Maſſa- 

chuſet's Bay to the preſent time, notwithſtanding what 1s 
artfully given out to the contrary, the mother-country upon 
a candid examination of the facts, will not appear to have been 
at any conſiderable charge in ſupporting the province; and 
that the ſmall ſums which have been expended for that purpoſe 
have been amply repaid. Therefore, in order to undeceive thoſe 
who have been already miſled, or who are in danger of bein 
ſo, by the unfair though plauſible pretences of a. ſet of men 
who with to divide you, that thereby they may be enabled the 
better to promote their favourite point of rendering the Chief 
Magiſtrate odious in the eyes of his American as well as 
Britiſh ſubjects; permit me to trouble you with a narrative 
of a few facts, ſhewing clearlythe loyalty and good diſpoſition 
of that province, and North America in general, to the mo- 
ther- country; the importance of their commercial connecti- 
ons with it, and the certain prejudice which muſt inevitably 
attend a diſunion between them. 


And firſt for their LoyaLTy. 


They have diſcovered a laudable zeal to enlarge the Britiſh 
empire, by undertaxing in their infancy, ſeveral chargeable ex- 
peditions, againſt the French ſettlements in America.--in 1690 
they ſubdued Port Royal, and made themſolves maſters of the 
place, with all the country of Acadia, which was given up to 
the French at the peace of Ryſwick. The fame year they 
fitted out thirty-two veſſels and tenders, with two thouſand 
men, to go againſt Quebec, while a little army of one thouſand 
New-Englanders, and fifteen hundred Indians were ordered 
to march by land againſt Mount Royal.--- Theſe expeditions, 
by a camp fever, miſcarried, and , coſt the province a 
thouſand inen, who were fathers, maſters, or fervants, (many 
of whom were entitled to ſmall fortunes, then thought to be 

ſufficient for a comfortable ſubſiſtance) beſides one hundred 
and fifty thouſand pounds currencyz equal to one hundred and 
twelve thouſand five hundred pounds ſterling. 

In leis than twenty years after, they formed another expedi- 
tion againſt Canada; but not finding they were ſtrong enough, 
made an unſucceſsful attempt upon Port Royal. Not diſcour- 


aged 


6 


aged at this repetition of misfortunes, as ſoon as Queen Anne 
ſignified her royal intention to reduce Canada, and required 
them to provide their quota of troops, they made ample pro- 
viſion for it; and though the Britiſh Court altered its meaſures, 
the province was put to the ſame charge as if it had not. 

The next year they raiſed a body of troops again, com- 
manded by General Nicholſon, with five hundred auxiliaries 
from home, and made another deſcent on Port Royal, and 

ſubdued it; for which ſervice they were promiſed by her 
then Majeſty conſiderable advantages in reſpect of trade and 
fiſhery, but they never received any. 

Soon after, when the great unfortunate expedition againſt 
Quebec, under General Hill and Admiral Walker, took 
place, they furniſhed more than the quota aſſigned them, and 
provided all neceſſaries for the Britiſh troops with ſuch animated 
zeal as can hardly be paralleled. The North Americans have 
aſũſted and relieved the moſt diſtant of his Majeſty's iſlands, 
and the remoteſt ſettlements on the continent, when in diſ- 


treſs, from no other motive than that of being their fellow 
rde 


n 1705, when Nevis was plundered and ruined b 
Ibberville, the Maſſachuſet's Bay people, charitably, and of 
their own accord, raiſed two thouſand pounds for their relief, 
which they ſent in two veſſels for their ſubſiſtence in proviſi- 
ons and materials for building houſes, mills, &. When 
Carolina was engaged in war with the Spaniſh Indians and 
wanted arms and ammunition, they were ſupplyed with both. 
from Boſton, 

In 1744, when Annapolis Royal was beſieged by a frigate 
and two loops with troops from Louiſbourg, they were re- 

lieved by the Maſſachuſet's frigate, the Prince of Orange ſnow, 
and a brigantine with tranſports, &c. from Boſton, 

In 1745, Louiſbourg was taken, at the expence of one hun- 
dred and eighty-three thouſand pounds fterling, which was 
_ afterwards paid to the Maſſachuſet's Government; and this 

was the firit charge the mother-country was ever put to from 
the earlieſt ſettlement of that province, except in peaceable 
times, the expence of a twenty-gun man of war to guard their 


coaſts, 


5 
coaſts, when there was no enemy to annoy them. But let it 
be remembered, that by the good management and ſecrecy of 
the New Englanders in this expedition, Old England obtain'd 
above one mullion five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, in 
prizes, from thence, beſides the place itſelf being deemed avalu- 
able equivalent for the French conqueſts in India, Bergen-op- 
Zoom in Europe, &c. at the peace of Aix-la-chapelle: whereas, 
when Louiſbourg was laſt taken by the management of our 
miniſtry, it coſt the mother-country above four millions 
ſterling. | | 
In : 46, purſuant to an order from the then miniſtry, the 

Maſſachiſct's province raiſed, and made proviſion for, 2000 

men to go againſt Crown Point; and though the petition 

was countermanded from home, it coſt them above forty 

thouſand pounds ſterling, no part of which they have ever 

been reimburſed. | | 

In the laſt war, the zeal and activity of the colonies was 

_ equally exerted, eſpecially in their critical affiftance at the 

_—_ of the Havannah. 


rom the above inſtance, and many others which might be 


intereſted and partial nature, I wiſhto remark,that the * 
intention of ſettling the colonies, was for the _ ex- 
tending the commerce of theſe kingdoms; and that they are 
chiefly intereſted therein; in order that that matter may more 
fully appear, I ſhall trouble you with another letter, __ : 
. cularly treating of the commerce between the mother-country | 
and her colonies, its nature and extent, together with a reca- 
pitulation of ſuch advantages as each derive from their con- 
nectien with the other. 

| I am, &c. 


Lloyd's Coffee-Houſe, An Old Engliſh Merchant. 
March 12, 1774. 


To 


| (: 461 
D CINCINATUS, in the Public Advertifer 


1 Challenge you to produce a ſingle proof in ſupport of your 
aſſertion in laſt Saturday's paper, that ſome acute A- 
mericans deſign to ſettle all diſputes with the Mother 
Country by a diſſolution of all connections therewith, and 
to call in to their aſſiſtance as allies ſome other Proteſtant 
power; or that ſuch a ſagacious plan, ſo far from its 
having been admitted at ſome American Town Meeting, 
hath ever occupied any other brain than that of Cincinatus, 
or ſome ſuch literary dreamer. None but ſuch pretended 
friends to the community at large, as you and your employ- 
ers are, for I know you well, would have lately crouded the 
news- papers with the moſt virulent abuſe of the loyal North 
Americans, deviſing and publiſhing ſuch low and falſe 
ſuggeſtions againſt a whole people, a people who are ſo far 
from having committed any act of rebellion, that they have 
never diſcovered the leaſt tendency thereto, but have, by 
their unremitted induſtry, and with much loſs of blood and 
treaſure, turned a barren wilderneſs into a moſt fruitful 
country, whereby the Mother Country hath for a long time 
been enabled to make the firſt figure in the commercial 
world, and from which numberleſs mutual benefits have 
been received. None, ſure, but the grolly ignorant, or 
the avowed enemies to the liberties of England, could ever 
think of abuſing the moſt loyal ſubjects meerly for remon- 
ſtrating againſt the arbritary proceedings of a venal and 
abandoned Adminiſtration, which hath attempted to diſpoſ- 
leſs its fellow ſubjects of their property, in open violation of 
all chartered and conſtitutional rights. The ſneers of ſuch 
baneful incendiaries as yourſelf in favour of Toryiſm, who 
have ever ſince. the laſt ignominious peace been continually 
moving Heaven and Earth to effect a diſunion between the 
Mother Country and her Colonies, will not anſwer any 
other purpoſe than to cover you and themſelves in a ſhort 
time with confuſion and the moſt indelible diſgrace, Your 
malicious attack is an honour to ſuch exalted characters as 
Dr. Franklin, a gentleman univerſally known and eſteemed by 
men of letters for his unſhaken loyalty, extenſive knowledge, 
benevolence of heart, irreproachable life and converſation, 
It is the old ſtory of the viper gnawing the file until its teeth 
were bloody; and there is not an intelligent Engliſh reader 
but will give him all the honour due to the memory of that 


truly noble patriot, whoſe fignature you have aſſumed with 
* C2 | the 
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the greateſt impropriety, and for which you merit confine- 
ment to that ſervile occupation which he was fo juſtly ſolicit- 
ed to relinquiſh, Upon the whole, Quos Jupiter vult pre- 
dere, prius dementat, the preſent caſe is applicable, in 


the 
opinion of 


FABRICIUS. 
r 

HE Coloniſts, agreeably to what was certainly the 
- original intent of colonization, have extended the 
commerce of Great Britain ; they have been of infinite ſervice 
in. ſupplying the Weſt India iſlands with proviſtons, &c. and 
their produce and manufactures do not claſh with thoſe of the 
mother-country, but conſiſt of ſuch ſtaples as the latter had 
been obliged to pay an enormous price for in caſh to the 
Northeren European ſtates, compared with the prices paid 
ſince the connection for the ſame articles. 

North America abounds more eſpecially with iron mines, 
maſts, various ſorts of oak, pine, maple, plank, pitch, tar, 
turpentine, roſin, rice, tobacco, pot- aſn, indigo, and furs; its 
ſea-coaſts are thronged for ſome thouſands of miles with cod, 
haddock, hake, mackarel, whiting, ſhad, &c. beſides an in- 
finitude of whales, ſufficient to employ thouſands of ſeamen to 
catch them, &c. &c. &c. | | 

But, to be more minute; 


SGreat quantities of the very beſt iron has for ſeveral years 
been imported into this iſland from North-America, particu- 
larly from Maryland and Penſylvania, as will appear upon an 
inſpection of your Cuſtom-houſe books, whereby immenſe 
ſums have been ſaved to the mother- country, which muſt 
otherwiſe have been paid in caſh to the Northern European 
Nations, and to Spain. 5 
Vour navy is not only ſupplied with oak and pine, plank, 
timber, ſtaves, &c. but they are furniſhed with finer maſts 
from Pifcataqua than what you have from the Eaſt Country, at 
half or at leaſt one third cheaper. | | 
Tar from Sweden, before it was imported from North 
America, coſt zl. and upwards the barrel. But ſince the Caro- 
linas and New-England have ſupplied us with this neceſſary 
article; it hath been frequently at 6s. gd. and is now at 
8s. Gd. the barrel at the London market. The Navy books 
will ſhew of late years the average price hath been 78. 6d. 
There is now very little, if any, Swediſh tar imported, and 
that at 11. 28. the barrel. | 


For 


1 | 

For iron, deals, pot-aſh, and hemp, the ballance paid in cafh, 
in 1757, was fairly computed to be againſt this Kingdom 
above one million ſterling; it doth not now amount to half 
that ſum. RD | | 

The benefits derived to this nation from American-built 
ſhips, the cod and whale fiſhery, &c. the vaſt improvement of 
navigation, the ſaving of britiſh oak for the royal navy, the 
increaſe of ſailors to man it, the vaſt conſumption of Britiſh 
manufactures, by which ſo many thouſand artificers and la- 
bourers are conſtantly employed, the continual aſſiſtance re- 
ceived by the ſugar-colonies from all parts of the continent 
(for without American beef, : pork, bread, flour, ſalt, and 
pickled fiſh, together with board, plank, timber, &c. 
for houſes, mills, &c.) it would be impoſſible for the Weſt= 
Indians to make one-fourth part of the fugar which they now 
make; and without their ſhips, the treight of ſugar, rice, to- 
bacco, &c. would be much more than double. 
The above, and many other effential benefits, are well 
known to the Engliſh merchant ;: for the preſent, the advan- 


— 


tage of the North- American navigation to the woolen manu- 


facture ſhall ſuffice. The current prices of logwood, be- 
fore the New-England trade to the Bay of Honduras, was 


from 4ol. to 451. per ton; and ſince the average prices, ex- 


cept in time of war, or other particular calamities, hath been 
from 51. to 71. 10s. per ton only. | 

But ] take up too much of your time to prove what is ſelf- 
evident; for ſurely, my brethren, your trade with North- 
America is an intereſt of the firſt importance, and ſhould not 
be wantonly ſported with. 

When you conſider that trade cannot be forced, and ſeldom, 

if ever, returns to that original channel it hath once chan 
or loſt ; when you conſider the injuſtice of your demands, and 
futility of your preſent ſchemes, you will feel the conſequence 
of the diſpute; you will excuſe a well-meaning member of 
fociety for giving this trouble, who hath no voice in any pub- 
lic aſſembly, — had no other method of entering his proteſt 
againſt the apparent epidemical madneſs of your rulers and re- 


preſentatives. At a future time you may go further; you 
may have reaſon to remember, 


| AI OLD ENGLISH MERCHANT, 
March 21. 


POLITICAL 


P 


TH > 
The following extracts from the Ledger, on the part of Ad- 
miniſtration, are inſerted to give the reader a thorough 
inftght into the diſpute. | 


POLITICAL SPECULATIONS. 
2: Manrn a. 
| E Bie of an old factious Agent, who vomits out his ve- 


nom in the News-papers are utterly contemptible ; he owes his 
fafety not to his innocence, but to the lenity of our Laws; in a Neigh- 
ms ages wars 55 g 
bouring Kingdom * and bis life would have ended together 
at the PLACE-DE FREVE. In England however we act with 
e . ee inſiead of TAKING the worthleſs life of 4 
Traitor, we give him our CONTEMPT. | 
„ ue, He March 24th. Me are told by ſome writers in favour 0 
„ o6geidean the Boſtonians, with much more aſſurance than truth, & that Pa 4 
2 yo trade does not claſh with ours.” New ther principal trade 1s their 
2 4 2 n F. 1 2 TE N to or 2 
* a cy have not only rrvaliea us, but ul totally carried off r 
4 2 = Fiſhery Trade from the Weſt of England. Mr: ſhall noto examine 
2 , another of their paſitions, the benefit deri ved to England from 
N n bY : 
48 _ e lt ſhips; oo $15 * was r A _ 
2 winch they have rivalled us. It certainly Wou e beller for 
1 fot 4 England to build her oon ſhips, by which means our ſbi p-carpen- 
ed, ters would find bread at home, inſtead of being forced abroad, 
7 75 2 7 through wart of emfleyment, into the French aud Spaniſh dock- 
| i: Eo yards. . Beſides, the American-built veſſels are mere traſh compar- 
% ed to Engliſh-built ſhips ; they are conſiructed of green timber, and 
yy 2 5 may juſtly be ſaid to be HALF ROTTEN when firſt launched, 
, This is a well. known fat : and when they are ſent here for ſale 
+0 why they will not fetch near one half what they coſt. Witneſs this 
L nt rt, where ſo many of them have lam and are nom lying tumbling ts 
eapieces, Our Merchants know this well; they have made the 
16 65 eyes eriment of building ſhips in America and of buying American- 
| . 44 yy ve els here, but they now find it much more to their advantage 
„ 2 build at bame, which is new greatly the practice. Another thing 
| Wo Pe aunht to be obſerved, that the Americans have OVER-BUILT them- 
| - ſelves, as we have OVER-TRADED ourſelves ; In America there 
| 2 2 e are too many Merchants, and E ngland ji ven them too much 
To credit. The Boſton warehouſes are filled with goods and but few 
| gt cuſtomers, The Beſlonian, to carry on the 12 of buſineſs, 
ſers up a veſſel, as it is called, to be built; he ſometimes pays the. 


Carpenters three quarters of the value in goods, and ſometimes the 

whole value, at the trifling advance of fifty per Cent. on every 

article. What ſort of a veſſel a Carpenter will build for a Mer- 

chant who pays him in pins and needles, Mancheſter checks, ſhoes 

gu luckings, broadcloths, linens and Ofnaburgs, may eaſily bs 
; confecturea 


6 
comiectured. This THING, for it does not deferve the name of 4 
SHIP, is at laſt launched, and before the Merchant is able to load 
ber or to get a freight, ſhe often lies nine months at the wharf, 
which does not much improve her crafy half rotten ſides. Home 
however ſhe comes, conſigned to the Engliſh Merchant as payment for 
his goods, and a woeful remittance fhe is! What coft fifteen hun- 
dred pounds in America will not ſell here for five hundred, and the 
market is often ſo overſiocked that not an offer will be made for her. 
Yet this deſtrifive trade the American carries on from year 
to year as if it was highly profitable, till want of credit and powers 
#f attorney force him to ſhut up or decamp. The laſt argument 
advanced in favour f America is, that it ſupports the WI 
India flands with proviſions.” This is granted; but it is alſo a 
Fatt that it has robbed IRELAND of this trade. The Boſtonian 
Advocates are to be ſure the greateſt men in their own way in the 
world; they rob us of our proviſion, and fiſhery trade, and of our 
fhip building, and then madeſtly tell us it is all for our good! They 
2. to pay their debts, and that, it ſeems, is for our good too! 
y authentic accounts from Boſton we are informed, that the Bojt- 
ontans were never before in ſuch a ſtate riot and diſorder as th 
are now arrived at. The upholders 6 1 wha are men 
of property, begin to tremble, thinking that the remburſement of 
the Eaſt India Company will fall — upon THEM. 
March 25th. Anudſt all their flruggles, their whining in 
one Paper, their bullying in another, and RELIGIOUS chapters in a 
third, they ml be convinced themſelves of the contemptible fu- 
tility of their aeclarations ; but poor men, what eiſe can they do? 
they muſt ſay ſemething for their money, | 


LETTER 


AK: the concluſion of my ſecond letter, I thought I had 
| finiſhed my work and had diſcharged to ſociety one 
great duty of a deſerving member, and as I receive no pay, 
though the contrary hath been falſely ſuggeſted in the Ledger, 
and had related what could not be fairly contradicted, was 
in hopes that my attention might be now turned towards my 
moxe immediate intereſt ; but the phrenzy of the times will 
not permit: thoſe who mean well, muſt perſevere in com- 
bating the varied machinations of the &zave, and the fool 
muſt be anſwered according to his folly, leſi he be wiſe in his own. 
conceit. 

In the Ledger, under the head of Pol ITIcAL SPECUL A- 
TIONS, it is alledged, that as a writer “ in favour of the By/- 
tonians, I have, with much more aſſurance than truth,” 
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616 | 
declared that their trade does not claſh with ours, meaning the 
trade of Beſton with Old England: nevertheleſs this is as 
certain a truth, as that the trade of New England to New- 
foundland conſiſts in ſupplies of proviſions and rum, to the 
great benefit of that fiſhery, in exchange for their refuſe fiſh, 
which would'be of little value, were it not for fuch an inter- 
courſe; and as to its “ cloſeneſs to the banks, by which 
it not only rivals, but almoſt totally carries off the fiſhery 
trade from the weſt of England,” Mr. Speculator ſhould 
know, and if he knows, and is honeſt, ſhould acknowledge, 
that the Maſlachuſet's Bay is not half ſo diſtant. from the 
banks of Cape Sable as thoſe of Newfoundland, where indeed al! 
the New England fiſhermen take their fiſh, and that they 
have a very extenſive winter fiſhery on their own coaſt, at 
the iſles of Shoals and Nantucket ; and I defy the Speculator, or 
any man living, to prove, that one ſingle American fiſhin 
ſchooner ever killed a fare of fiſh on the banks of Newfound- 
land. After all, the Speculator muſt be a very bad man, or 
— uniformed, to aſſert, that the above is the 
« principal” trade of New England. | EY 
Of the American built ſhiping, there are, I believe, but 
few which merit the character given them in the Ledger; on 
the contrary, it is well known that Boſton built ſhips are 
much eſteemed, and ſo valuable, that they ſeldom or ever 
lay long on hand. And as to the North American veſſels 
in general, they are good ſhips, and by their numbers of in- 
finite benefit to the Britiſh navigation. Suffer me to aſſure 
you, that were it otherwiſe, there would not be in the courſe 
of twenty years one half the quantity of Oak, or number of 
ſailors in the Kingdom, neceſſary to keep up and man your 
Nayy. As to the over ſhip-building of the poor Boſtonians, 
and the “ over trading of the Britiſh Merchants to that 
place,” it muſt be ſuppoſed they are on neither fide ſo ſtupid- 
ly headſtrong as to purſue their own deſtruction with their 
eyes open; and the Speculator ſhould conſider, that the fact, 
if proved, would be an exceeding ſtrong objection to the 
preſent propoſed violence. He mentions the payment 
for American built ſhips with three-fourths of Britiſh 
Manufactures. Granted: and if the whole payment was 
in the ſame, it would be more beneficial to the Mother 
OY 5 | | N 

By the malignancy. of the infamous ſcrawl in queſtion, 
and by the mode of argument made uſe of, I have reaſon to 
ſuppoſe Mr, Speculator hath a congenial ſoul with the late 
worthy Governor, Sir Francis Bernard, or with the Son 4 

g | + | the 
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the immaculate Governor Hutchinſon, who was one of the 
greateſt pickle-timber Merchants in Beſton. Upon the whole, 
it is evident, that ſome infernal ſpirits are hard at work, 
fermenting the minds of men, and daily deviſing calumnies, 
to the prejudice of both the Mother Country and her Colo- 
nies, ſuch as the late accounts of the mock-trials of Gover- 
nors Hutchinſon and Oliver, but, fortunately for the poor 
Boſtonians, ſuch accounts can have been brought only by 
a Scotch Pigeon, or an old witch in a ſieve, who may have 
purchaſed a wind from Lapland upon the occaſion ; for we 
have received no prints or letters from New England, ſince 
thoſe which came by Capt. Coffin, dated 3d F Sr lait, 
and which hath, been the lateſt arrival from that part of the 
world. £ 
| He next calls the trade from North-America to the Weſt- 
India iflands, a robbery of the Iriſh trade,” that trade 
which ſupplies the Weſt-Indies with proviſions, deſerves no 
ſuch ſevere epithet. One trade may prejudice another, yet 
be open and fair; and I aver, that ſuch trade is not only 
of the greateſt utility to the Weſt-India iſlanders in particu- 
lar, but to Great Britain in general, which would be obliged 
to pay much dearer for ſugar than what it now pays, were 
it not for ſuch a © RUIN” as the Speculator terms it; but 
away with ſuch evil-diſpoſed incendiaries : can they talk of 
ce trembling,” and not tremble for the dreadful conſequen- 
ces they are daily 6rudging to intail upon their countrymen and 
poſterity ? | 
Vou will excuſe th) further trouble, as you cannot but 
obſerve the neceſſity I am under, of fo frequently appealing 
to your judgment and generoſity, and believe me to be 
- | Vour's, &c. 
March 25th. An old Engliſh Merchant. 


Ledger, March 28th. 


Boſtonian under the fictitious but captivating fignature of an old 
Engliſh Merchant, addreſſes the good people of England in the 
Gazetteer of Saturday. There he vainly endeavours to perſuade us, 
that although the Boſtonians rival us in tbe fiſhery, ſhip-building, 
and provificn trade, it is all for our advantage. While the Writer's 
intention rouſes our indignation, the m—_— and abſurdity of his 
reaſoning excites our mirth. [tis allowed that the *** Mafſachuſet"s 
Bay is not half 7 diftant from the Banks of Cape Sable, as thoſe A 
Newfoundland,” But that ** ALL the New England fiſhermen take 
their fiſh on the banks of Cape Sable,” it is ors ors denied, T[onn- 
. rance could not bave committed a greater miſtake, nor deceit advanced 


v | 5 a greatly 
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a greater untruth. The New England-men not only fiſh on Cape 
Sable banks but on the coaſt of Nova Scotia, George's banks, round 
the i/land of St. John, at the meuth of the Bay of St. Lawrence, and 
on the banks of Newfoundland. A former aſſertion, however, that 
the fiſhery conſtituted the principal trade of New England is now re- 

trated, and candidly confeſſed to be a miſtake, for their principal 
trade is SMUGGLING. It muſt likewiſe be admitted, that the Bg, 
tonians carry proviſions and Rum to Newfiundland, but the old Eng- 
liſh Merchant ſboul have told, that beſides fiſh they bring (back 
FRENCH Wines from the iſland of St. Peter and Miquelon, which 
is indeed a PRINCIPAL TRADE with them. Some of the Boſtonan's 
8wn correſpondents, whoſe names if he pleaſes ſhall be mentioned, are 
deeply engaged in this CLANDESTINE TRAFFIC, Concerning the 
enſufficiency of the New England built veſſels; the Boſtonian Agent 
has ſheltered himſelf under a ſimple denial, but denial can have no 
weight againſt experience, and dear bought experience too. Every 
ſhip maſter and Merchant who has been unfortunate enough to pur- 
chaſe them is conſcious of their crazy rotten condition, even when called 
new. Bad however as they are, ſome advantage might ariſe from 

their being paid for with Engliſh Munujadtures, provided the Neaw- 

England Man would pay the Merchant here for theſe manufa@tures, 
aich is ſeldom the caſe ; for the ſhip. building is generally carried on 

by Merchants on the brink of inſolvency, in order to keep up the ap- 


. pearance of buſineſs. This loſing trade therefore which has been car- 


ried on a great many years, is now happily on the decline. The Eng 
liſh Merchants have ſeverely felt the ruinous effetts of the profuſe 
credit given to America; experience has taught them wiſdom, and they 
new only truſt their tried ſubſtantial cuſtomers. It is true that this 
caution has contracted their trade, but in return it has enſured their 
ſafety. As to the Proviſion Trade from America to the Weft Indies, 
the Beftonian allows that it has PREJUDICED Ireland, but vindi- 
cates it as open and fair : this is readily granted : it is open and fair, 
but it has GREATLY HURT us. Truth, naked truth, with this Boſton 
advocate, is an infernal ſpirit; and known eftabliſhed fads, are ma- 
lignant infamous ſcrawls.”” It is a pity the old Doctor ſhould be ſo much 
out of humour, and ſo very angry: rage often betrays people into abſurdity 
and NONSENCE, and makes them ridiculous, We ſhall now proceed 
to inform the reader what the learned Doctor fliles CAl VuxIES. To 
ay that the Doctor's town/men at Boſton are riotous and rebellious ; 
that they act barbarcus in firipping and whipping Cuſtom-houſe Of 
Jcers; that they are wrong in pulling down and plundering * 
that it i: ſhocking in them ſolemnly to ſawear at the Cuſtomwbouſe, and 


then run the cargo before your face; that it was an unjuſtifiable act to 
. deftroy the India Company's Tea; that it is ungrateful in them to refufe 


to contribute a few thouſand pounds annually for their own defence, 
after having run us SEVENTY MILLIONS i debt on their account; 
that it is diſhoneſt in them not to pay their debts ; and that it is ſeditious 
aud rebellious to eppeſe Acts of Parliament, and to deny the Supremacy 
| t 


1 


( 19 ) 
f the Legiſlator :. All theſe ENOR MIT IS, PERJURIES, and TREA® 
SONS, when fairly proved, nay, confeſſed by the Boſtonians themſelves, 
are CaLUMNIES, with this veteran promoter and aefender of dif- 
cord and rebellion. Could A RECEIVER OF STOLEN GOODS /ay 
more. After all, this is but a ſlight out-line of Boſtonian iniquity ; ta 
trace the features at full length would inſpire the moſt callous with 
horror. Would the great and mighty Doctor wiſh to have recited be- 
fore the public only a etch of the hiſtory of one of his principal correſ- 
pondents, one of thoſe to whom he tranſmitted the sTOLEN LeTTEeRs? 
The circumſtances of the DARING PERJURY, and of the two DEATHS 
that immediately followed, when fully delineated, will appal every 
heart. If the Doctor chuſes that this hiſtory, and a thouſand other 
Facts, ſhould be given to the world, let him come forward with the reſt 
of his deceitful abuſive letters, and the light of truth ſhall pour in upun 
is miſdeeds and thoſe of his Compatriots. 


„„ A O AR 


HE Old Engliſh Merchant hath peruſed the Political 

Sßpeculator in the Ledger of yeſterday, and is pleaſed to 
find, that, by ſome happy miſtake, he hath been undeſign- 
edly inſtrumental in detecting ſome very bad perſons and 
practices; among others, that of an old Doctor's being the 
receiver of ſtolen goods; together with ſome dark hints thrown 
out about two ſudden deaths, perhaps © barbarous, bloody, 
cruel and inhuman murders;” and though the Old Englifh 
M:rchant can ſafely make oath, that he knows no ſuch Old 
Doctor, is no Baſtonian, or Agent of any ſort, for any part 
of the Americans, or connected with or known, to any ſuch, 
yet he is contented that the deception ſhould continue, as it 
_ lead to ſo conſequential a diſcovery. To further this 
end, other letters ſhall be written, other facts made apparent, 
and every care taken that the public at large ſhall not be 
miſled, It is to be hoped, that Mr. Speculator, on his part, 
will be induced to come forward, perform his promiſe, and 
diſcover as much as he knows. | | 


| LETTER IV. 


11 my Third Letter J attempted to guard you againſt the 
fallacies and blunders of the Political Speculator, that 
fauſe Loon fra the Noorth, who figures away daily in the 
Ledger, touching the place where the New England fiſhery 
is carried on. He is wrong all the way; but whether it is 
on the banks of Newfoundland, or thoſe of Cape Sable and 
St, George, which are both on the coaſt of Nova Scotia, 
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can little concern you; and I muſt acknowledge, neverthe- 
leſs, that he appears full as well acquainted with the fiſhing- 
grounds in New England, as the Premier was with geogra- 
phy, when he placed Marblehead in the province of Salem, 
which are two ſmall towns in the province of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, about two miles aſunder; but his Lordſhip imagining, 
perhaps, that, like the Moſt High, he could make the 
ſmooth places rough, and the rough places plain,” was reſolv- 
ed to magnify the little fiſning town of Salem into a province. 
The New England fiſhery and trade to the iſland of St. 
John, is of very little concern to this or that country; 
but it is rather hard to brand at leaſt ninety thouſand inha- 
| bitants with the infamous charge of ſmuggling French 
t wines from the iſland of St. Peter and Miquelon; much 
| | more, when it is conſidered, that if the ſame might be 
Jegally imported, the common people in New England 
would prefer their own cyder to the beſt wines that ever was 
ſent by France to her hſheries. | | | 
As to the New England built ſhips, which are of ſo little 
eſteem, I ſhall poſtpone troubling you upon that ſubject, 
until the Speculator produces an authenticated certificate, that 
he can make a due diſtinction between rotten and ſound tim- 
ber, red oak and white, or the ſtem and ſtern poſt of a veſſel: 
at any rate, the worſt of the New England veſſels are 
| much better formed and put together, than the beſt of thoſe 
built North of 'I weed. | 
; He next charges the Boſtonians with injuſtice, in wanton 
( | not paying their debts, which is falſe, conſidering the dead 
weights 2 heaped upon their trade; and would lead you 
to imagine there never had been a ſingle ſeguęſtrution in his 
own country, did not the public news-papers daily avouch 
the contrary; and though the people of that part of our 
' iſland are at this time actually ſoliciting, I had almoſt ſaid, 
ii controuling Parliament, to ſupport-the Bank of AYR. 
h It mult be granted, that though the Scots have been twice 
0 
. 


in open rebellion againſt the preſent family on the 
Throne, they are highly honoured and careſſed, whilſt the 
poor inhabitants of Boſton, to the number of 20,000 or 
more, who never yet rebelled, are to be puniſhed with the 
þ | loſs of their port and trade, for the deſtruction of a few cheſts 
| of *rotten tea, either by a mad, becauſe oppreſſed and igno- 
ii Many thouſand pounds worth of tea which were exported, were 
| in the laſt ſales of the India Company; they are exceeding or- 
| | dinary boheas, were refuſed by the tea dealers at 4s. 6d. before 
1 they went wut, are now quite rotten, and tctally rejected by the 
i trade, which would give no price for them. 5 . 


rant 


= . 
rant mob, or, what is more likely, by ruffians acting under 
the direction of the Governors and Commiſſioners in that 
part of the world. O England! or rather, O ye falfe ſons 
of Old England, whence proceeds this degeneracy? Why 
are ye ſo rapid in meaſures to puniſh the innocent, for the 
fault of the guilty? Why condemn without a hearing? 
Yet, ſuch are the meaſures, which are fo carefully hid from 
our eyes, and which an hoſt of hired Specrulators are com- 
bined to throw duſt into, leſt we ſhould in time take the 
part of our injured brethren, and in that, moſt eſſentiall 
our own; by preſenting a caſe to the throne, and remonſ- 
trating againſt the fatal conſequences of meaſures ſo preg- 
nant with miſchief, that our children, and cur children's 
children, will rue the paſling of theſe acts; they will, to 
lateſt poſterity, exccrate the memory of ſuch abandoned 
miſcreants, as have no other inducement to plunge their 
native country in all the horrors of civil war, than thereby 
to ſcreen themſelves from the juſt reſentment of the majeſty 
of the people of England, | 
The inſiduous Speculater ſays the North Americans have 


run the Mother Country ſeventy millions of pounds in debt: 


This is another falſity, unleſs he means Scztch pounds. 
The moſt virulent torrents of abuſe againſt the cele- 
brated Doctor Francklin are daily poured out; he is ſaid to 
be the writer of theſe letters by Speculator; but how can I 
believe him in any reſpect, when, to my own knowledge: 
this is another falſity; and, though it is paying_me the 
higheſt honour; in my opinion, truth obliges me to diſown 
it; I never ſaw him to my knowledge, I never wrote to, or 
received a line from him; but, was I poſſeſſed of his abilities, 
I would not ceaſe writing, until ſuch a ſcribbler as Speculator 
was dragged to Tyburn, and his employers to 'Tower-hill, 
Jam yours, &c. 


March 30, An Old Engliſh Merchant. 


P. S. In the year 1764, a maſter of a ſhip rented a houſe 2 


in Boſton at 261. per annum, and the provincial taxes, on 
account of the late expedition to Canada, came to 17]. 
ſterling 2 and continued at about that rate for ſeveral 
years; ſo much being neceſſary to diſcharge the provincial 
debt. Doth not this prove, that they are a loyal people; 


that they have cheatfully borne their proportion of the public 


burthens, and that their Aſſemblies have done juſtice be- 


tween the Mother Country and her_Colonies ? ; 
POLITICAL SPECULATOR, March 30. 
The futility and the folly brought in defence of the rebels 

at Boſton niuſt be obvious to the weakeſt capacity; The en- 
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fuaring ſignature of an Old Engliſh Merchant” will not cram 
dawn our throats palpable falſities. An American agent 1whs in 
paid to decerve us, will not, it is hoped, be able by his flimſy aſ- 


fertions to ſeduce us into meaſures ruinous to our trade, and to the 


general welfare of the kingdom. 
April 1/t. There is juch a ſuperlative degree of effrontery in the 


faction of Boſton, and in their defenders here, that if we had not 


the fulleſt proofs of their outrageous treafons, we might very pro- 
bably be led to concerve that all the truths told us of theſe rebels were 
enly as they call them, the MF gran of their enemies. 
4th. I ben the ignorance and perfidy of a 2 ous writer are 
expoſed, when he is held forth to the public in his notive Egyptian 
hue, enraged at the detection he flies to his laſt reſource, ABUSE, 
and his opponents are all fauſe loons and Scotchmen.”--T he vind:- 
catar of Boſtonian rebellion (in the Gazetteer ) who aſſumes the title 
sf AN OLD ENGLISH MERCHANT, is as zgnorant of American 
trade as he 1s devoid of truth---Deſerting all his former aſſertions, 
be ſets up a new defence; it ſeems NOW that the New England 
built veſſels, are not (9 inſufficient as thoſe built north of Tweed 
the cheſts of tea deſtroyed were but few, and the tea itſelf was rotten, 
IV hat an admirable aduocate the Boſtonians have got? no doubt his 
great ingenuity will procure him the compliment of being HUNG in 
Ney in Fanucil Hall. NE 
e writer naw is inclinable to believe he was miflaken in imputing 
the letters ſigne An Old Engliſh Merchant” to Dr. Franklin, as 
he has noto reaſon to taink them the productions of an old New York 
merchant, who? frat» in America are pretty well known. He was 


led into his error by the WHIMPERING IMPUDENCE common to both, 


Ledger, 7th April. 


The LamtnTaATIONs, the THREATS, and the ExECRA- 


lers, of the GREAT, the Goprr, and the LoyaL 
Town of Bos ro. 


92 (} England! or rather O ye falſe ſons of England !”* whence 


proceeds THIS degeneracy” why are ye fo rapid in 
meafurcs to purtih THE GUILTY © why dare you condemn AFTER 
coruittions why do you believe what YOUR EARS have heard, 
and what YOUR EYES have ſeen? your lateſt poſterity will execrate 


your memory, for plunging your native country into all the horrors 
ef civil ꝛbar— the CIVIL WAR of W OR DS or we are thundering 
eechiſiers, and can terrify the univerſe (if it will ONLY believe 


us) with our boa/tfiul threats. Your children and your children's 
children, will rue the paſſing of your JUST ACTS. You and your 
miniſters wwe have ſentenced to everlaſting fire, for refuſing ta put 
FAITH in the LYI NG PROPHETS, Wh we Dad hired to decerue 

; | | | you 


„ 
you. Our BASE UNJUSTIFIABLE RESENTMENT ball laſt as 
Jong as we have breath; as lang as we have tongues ; for the Ev11, 
ONE Hs entered into THE SWINE ; —_ taten full poſſeſſion ; there 
is no caſting him out; our hearts are his NATURAL habitation ; 
he has made us commit «il manner of wickedneſs, all manner of bar- 
barity; he is hurrying us headiong to deſiruciion : 108 wiſh to drug 
you along Win us; you wh to juve ius; therefore we vent aguinſ/t 
you, your goods, your Wives, your children, and your lateſt peſierity, 
enillions of ue mojt cruel and nigſi in fumuus matcatchions. Jou have 
NOURISHED us in u HELPLESS INFANCY ; you have inſtructed 
us in our youth; you have protec tei and defended us in our nunhood ; 
you have loaded yourſelves with a msſt dreadful debt; you have 
fought and have vanquiſhed for us, aud your beſt and braveſt blood 
has FATTENED o wand; AND therefore WE CURSE YOU/ 
CURSE YOU! CURSE YOU!---< Aud further- 
more, wot we not, that out of evil ſometimes cometh forth good.” If 
te late Hr. Ihately's private letters had not been STOLEN ; V 
Dr. Franklin had not tranſmitted them to Bojton for the pur- 
pojes of ſedition; if the trauors of Boſton had not committcd a 
during act of PIRACY ; the people of England would not have been 
fo fully convinced that New Enziand debtors impriſon their Old 
England creditars, that the judges in {ome American courts, being 
chen by the people, always give judgment in favour of their electors ; 
and that the many oppreſſions and revellizns of the mighty Boſtontaxs 
call aloud for redreſs and puniſhment. I hus we jhall find order, 
government, and peace, ſpringing out of theft, ſedition, and piracy. 
Thus to the ajtoniſhment and diſappointniciit of the wicked, divine 
Ww:/dom bringeth GOOD out of EVIL. 
Ihe advocates for the traitors of Boſton have reſulted to a © 
ſtrange made of defence. They ſay the Scatch have rebelled TWICE, 
therefore the Boſtonians are innocent when compared to them. That 
they have rebelled twice is certainly fact, but it is alſo fact that 
Carliſle, Kennington Commen, and 4 cwer Hill, witneſſed their jujt 
punijrment, if the ſame EFFECTUAL method was taten with te 
Boſton rebels, and about a dozen of the ring-leaders carried to Ty- 
burn, it would effett a radical cure, and then indeed their countr 
men would become peaceable ſubjefts in reality. 1 8 
A writer whoſe ſignature is Scipio, having cavilled at ſome 
literal miſtakes in the 4th. letter, the following Cards 
were addreſſed of the date as underncath. 


K OLD ENGLisn MERCHANT preſents his compli- 
| ments to Scipio, takes the earlieſt opportunity of 
pointing out to him, that the word NOT was omitted in 
the th line from the bottom of the 5th letter To THE GOOD 


People 
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PEOPLE oF ENGLAND, in this day's Gazetteer, through 
the inadverteficy of the writer or printer, no matter which 
was apprehenſive left Scipi might overlook fo capital an 
error: me Merchant is happy he hath been the occaſion of 
ſo much mirth ; will continue to contribute to the beſt of 


his power, and wiſhes SciPIo ample ſucceſs in the pleaſant 


and profound art of word-catching. : - 


THE OLD ExcLiisn MERCHANT alſo returns thanks to- 
that ſtately ſtalking horſe, the penſioned CiNcINATUs, for 
his never tailing recipe in one of the papers of this day, to 


promote drowſineſs at any given hour of the four-and-twenty. 


THE ſpecious Palinurus, the. mad Speculator, the un- 
principled Hampden, and the lofty Lycurgus, are all equally 


_ deſerving of praiſe, but "TRUTH is mighty, and will prevail. 


April 8, 1774. 8 
| Ledger, April q. | 
HE Political Cobler, who aſſumes in the Gazetteer the title of an 
OLD ENnGLisa MERCHANT, is put to the moſt wretched ſhifts 
to piece out his half column. He collects together the ſhameful miſ- 
takes of the News Collectors, even a week old, and confidently pre- 
ſents them to the public. How the Printer © overlooked ſuch a bare- 
faced impoſition is aſtoniſhing. Pray, Mr. Old Engliſh Merchant, 
how many days is it ſince you left off your old Iriſh way of raiſing 
money for Nebl:men at the Wiſt End of the town, by firſt of all bor- 
rowing ſums of them to expedite the buſineſs, and then leaving them 
in the lurch, for which you are likely very ſoon to recerve the diſci- 
pline of the horſe-whip, or the Hor ſe- pond? Do you dupe the treache- 
rous Doctor of a five-and-threepence for the weekly rubbiſh you ſo 
awkwardly rake together? Poor man! your head is awry with looking 
behind you as you walk the ſtreet. Pray how long is it fince you re- 
ceived a gentle tap on the ſhoulder ® How long fince you was diſcharged 
from your old Quarters near Snow Hill? it muſt be very lately, your 
imagination is ſo full of the infection. | 


A writer ſigning himſelf SAGITTARIUs, having charged 
the Boſtonians with divers acts of cruelty committed by 
their Anceſtors, though it would be as fair to charge ours 
with the murthers committed in Smithfield by tome of 
our Predeceſſors on the ſcore of religion; the following 
Card was addreſſed to him. | 


"= Orp EnGiiss MERCHANT begs pardon of 
ſo excellent a markſman as SAGITTARIUs, for not 
introducing him into his tatalogue of noble writers an 
® oy Saturday 


'—ÿ f = 
Saturday laſt; admits that human depravity among the 
anceſtors of the BosTONIANS hath been clearly demonſtrate1, 
and ſhould not wonder if ſo penetrating a genius was to diſ- 
cover the like, in ſome other ages, and among ſome other 
nations; SAGITTARIUS may expect, it will thencefrom ap- 
pear, to the ſatisfaction of all whom it concerns, that upon 
this ground the men of GREAT BRITAIN have a right to 
force away the property of the men of AMERICA, and that 
every act of reſiſtance in ſuch caſe is not only unlawful, but 
rank rebellion ; he muſt, however, fill up a few more columns 
of the Ledger before he will be able to perſuade the people of 
this devoted iſland, that ſuch arguments are abſolutely con- 
cluſive, or that a conſequent conduct will infallibly reſtore 
declining commerce, ſatisfy the bankrupt creditors of the 
bankrupt merchant, or gladden the hearts of the indigent 
manufacturer and his ſtarving family; for though every 
man may not be able to argue lice SAGITTARIUS, yet every 
man is enabled to feel. 8 


April 11, 1774. 


LET TERM 


O, ſo, poor SpECULAToR, who lately ſcribbled in the 
kJ Ledger, is gone mad at laſt, He hath abuſed Dr. 
FRANKLIN paſt all endurance, as the writer of theſe letters; 
after he had moſt poſitively aſſerted him to be ſo: yet, on 
Monday laſt, he acknowledges himſelf to be miſtaken, and 
as poſitively aſſerts me to be A New-York MERCHANT, 
famous for certain feats abroad; ſtill perhaps he is in an error: 
but who I am to be next, or where, is a matter of the moſt 
perfect indifference, fo that I am not too cloſely connected 
with fools, knaves, or madmen. It is plain, that the un- 
happy wretch alluded to, who is for ever roaring out {0 
and factious, ought to be conſigned to a dark room, and clean 
ftraw ; bliſtering and bleeding may do him good, and Dr. 
SANGRADO may be of ſome ſervice ; in the mean time, it 
is neceſſary to leave him, leſt the infection ſhould ſpread, 
and to fly after higher game. 2 So 

I ſincerely wiſh that Mr. Van may not have been bit by 
the lunatic ' above-m2ntion2d, before he gave that curious 
opinion, or advice, in the Houſe of Convention at Weit- 
minſter, that it would be beſt to knock the town of Beſtan 
about the ears of its inhabitants, -_ to deſtroy that neſt of 


lacuſt S. 


. £3 
heufts. Again, if Lord George Germaine made ſuch a ſpeech 
in the ſame Houſe, and Lord North did perfectly coincide 
IB therewith, and applaud him for it, as mentioned in the 
London Evening of i of Saturday laſt, why---God mend 
| them I can only hope they are not alſo infeCted.---If Fox 
| is uninformed, if Conway is irreſolute; and if Phipps is 
miſled, they are all certainly prudent, in contriving to have 
their doors ſhut, and the keys laid upon the table; for wh 
ſhould men expoſe themſelves in-their own houle ? and why 
ſhould we be repeatedly ſhocked with obſerving a total igno- 
rance, or miſconception of the firſt principles of commerce, 
and the elements of conſtitutional law, where it ought to be 
beſt underſtood ? To inſtance this in one particular, if we 
Wl» are to believe what we read, Lord George Germaine, in bad 
| grammar, and worſe Engliſh, declared, among other things, 
| in the great Convention of the Commons of England, that 
| Grand Juries in the province of Mufſachuſet's Bay are choſen 
. for life, and have a yearly. ſalary; likewiſe, that their Petit 
j Juries, are choſen annually ; but this can never be, becauſe 
the facts are directly contrary, and the information neceſ- 
ſary could have been moſt eafily procured. * The Grand 
Juries of Maſſachuſet's Bay, as well as their Petit Juries, are 
| choſen in much the ſame manner as they are here ; that is to 
i ſay, freſh every I ſeſſions, by lot. Will any man then be- 
| | lieve that his Lordſhip, who in ſuch caſe would not 
| be qualified for a petty Commiſſion of the Peace, could 
IM ſo-ſpeak ? or that the noble magnifier of the little fiſhing town 
. 1 bf SALEM into a province, could ſo applaud ſuch a ſpeaker ? 
| I ſmile at the idea, and would as ſoon believe that the French 
„ are not preparing to aſſiſt the Turks; that the Commons of 
Ereat-Britain have a right to give and grant the property of 
the Commons of North-America; or that our preſent injuſtice 


towards that country, will not eventually be the deftruction 
; of this . J | 


April 13. Dogs cog OI ntbers. 


: LET- 


* See the Charter and the Provincial Laws.—The principal 
difference is, their ſelect Men make out their Liſt of qualified 
perſons to ſerve on Juries. 
t They have four quarterly ſeſſions, and two ſuperior courts 
in each year, | | | 1 
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* Bill for ſhutting up the port of Bos rox, that moſt 


arbitrary ſtatute, becauſe it is founded upon manifeſt 


injuſtice, received the Royal Aſſent, with ſeveral others, the 
31ſt of laſt month; particularly with one for enabling the 
Scotch bank of Ayr to raiſe half a million ſterling upon bond; 
and another, empowering a reſtoration of the forfeited eſtate 
of Lovat to that family, which was openly rebellious in 1745. 
By this baneful act, carried through with all the ſecrecy 
uſual to a court of inquiſition, twenty-five, or more likely 
thirty thouſand loyal and induſtrious ſubjects, as any breath- 
ing upon the face of the globe, will be inevitably ruined ; 
beſides above 100,000 dependents upon. them for daily bread, 
together with a great number of Britiſh merchants, and many 
thouſand manufacturers, mechanics, and artificers at Home, 
for I can no longer call it the mother country, | 

Other bills are upon the ſtocks, ſo wiſely conſtructed, and 
ſo judicioully timed, that they muſt force the coloniſts to join, 
and the conſequence mult be as fatal to Old England and the 


Colonies, as the manner of hurrying the Bo/ton Port Bill thro? 
the neceſſary forms, hath been mean and criminal. The 


oſtenſible miniſter ſeems apprehenſive, that the looſe, plauſible 
pretence for ſuch violent ſteps, is in hourly danger of being 
ſuperſeded by an account from Bo/7on, that ample retribution 
hath been made to the Eat India Company; which, by the 
bye, had no right to trade there ; and that proper ſteps have 
been taken, to diſcover and puniſh ſuch particular delinquents 
as may have acted unwarrantably. | 
Without a charge publicly ſupported ir any proof, with- 
out a defence of any fort, having been ſuffered to be heard, 
and without the leaſt attention paid 'to moſt reaſonable peti- 
tions, though ſubmiſſively and within due time preferred, have 
a whole people been condemned, to gratify the private malice 
and inſatiable revenge of a few miſcreants in Europe, and 
Amcrica who ought rather to have been ſwept from off the face 
of the earth, as declared enemies to the CONSTITUTION 
of ENGLAND. | | 
The above is but a ſmall part of the miſchief with which 
the whole empire is at this inſtant threatened ; among other 
things, BE IT KNOWN to you, that the Weſt Indians and 
their negroes, upon all the iſlands, are in imminent danger of 
periſhing through meer want, unleſs they provide themſelves 
with a ſufficient ſtock of proviſions from the continent of 
North America, before the fatal reſolution of an oppreſſed 
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people takes place; and the firſt of June is ſo near, that It 
ſcems almoſt impoſſible they ſhould ; for the North American 
Coloniſts, my fellow-countrymen, will moſt aſſuredly unite ; 
they will, on receipt of the firſt ſtroke from the iron rod now 
uplificd, ſhut up all their other ports, lay aſide their naviga- 
tion, and ſtedfaitly determine not to fit out a veſſel, or ex- 


port one article of their produce, until full ſatisfaction is 


made them for injuries ſuſtained, Urged by the imgortance 
of the ſubject, theſe hints of impending danger are thrown out, 


with the utmoſt coolneſs; and are diciated by the moſt upright 


intention and love for mankind in general: they ſhould the 


rather have ſome weight, becauſe not one of the facts con- 


tained in either of my former letters hath been hitherto con- 
troverted, 6 | 

Was it ſuggeſted, however neceſſary, that every, city, coun- 
ty corporate town or borough in Greet Britain, by commiſſion- 
ers for that purpoſe to be appointed ; ought immediately, in a 
moſt ſerious and ſpirited manner, to petition the three eſtates of 
the realm, praying that ſuch dreauful conſequences might be 
averted, by more moderate and conciliating meaſures, the 
common enemies of the whole empire would inſtantly declare ; 
I mean the employers of thoſe writers, whoſe daily buſineſs 
it is to deyiſe ſophiſtical arguments, and draw falſe concluſions 
from falſe premiſes, the — to promote diſunion, and con- 
ſequently deſtruction; that my aſſertions are without founda- 
tion, calculated merely to menace and deceive, I ſhall there- 
fore reſt contented, and only hope, that the ſupreme diſpoſer 
of all events may not judge it neceſſary, that you ſhould upon 


this occaſion be ſcourged ſo ſeverely, but that HE may in time 


turn the hearts of thoſe in power towards the common in- 


tereſt; and as for the unhappy inſtruments of wrath, we muft 
all, upon further conſideration, endeavour to bear in mind 
what was ſaid by HIM, who ſhould ſtill be our great example. 


FAT HE R, FoRGIvE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW 


April 14, 1774. | As Old Engliſh Merchant. 


P. S. Much ſtreſs hath been laid upon the expenſive main-, 


tainance of ſea and land forces in America; if ſuch is the ex- 
pence, it hath been unneceflarily,or rather wantonly incurred, 


for the baſe purpoſes of oppreſſion. Let it be remembered, that 
the North Americans defended themſelves effectually againſt all 
| incurſions 
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incurſions of the French and their Indians in former wars, and 


have now no enemies to cope with, unleſs too many of their 
fellow ſubjects muſt be deemed ſuch. 


April 25. 

Y the parliamentary debates in the Middleſex Journal, 
19th March, 1771, concerning the Magiſtrates of the 
City of London, who releaſed the 2 it appears that 
Mr. Sawbridge, in reply to Sir Gilbert Elliot, acknowledged 
it was too true, there were certainly ſome perſons not only de- 
ſirous, but very active to overturn the conſtitution ; he ſaid 
there were likewiſe thoſe who were open enough to avow their 
wiſhes; he ſaid a miniſterial Member of that Houſe, no 
longer ago than Sunday morning then laſt, had declared, in 
the 12 of more than twenty perſons, that he hoped to ſee 

the King of Englund more abſolute than the King of Pruſſia. 
March 31, 1774, the Boſton Port Bill was affented to by the 
King, for ſhutting up that harbour, until it ſhall appear to his 


Majeſty, in his Privy Council, that peace and obedience to the Laws 
Fall be reſtored there. 5 

Without any animadverſion on the above circumſtances, 
AN OLD ExNOTIsm MERCHAN ſubmits it to the loyal Citi- 
zens of London, who have ever taken the lead in defence of 
the liberties of their country, whether it be not highly neceſ- 
ſary, at this alarming criſis, for them to unite with the cities, 
counties, &c. in a ſtrenuous remonſtrance to the Throne, for 
the immediate diſſolution of a Parliament, the majority of which 
is ſo vena] and corrupt, and ſo profeſſedly under the influence 
of a Tory Miniſtry, that its continuance in power, perhaps, a 
few months longer, may effect the total ruin of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, which it hath already brought to the very verge of 
deſtruction. | | FE 


An Examen of Lord Nox rn, or a late celebrated Speech, 
printed in the London Evening Poſt, for Tueſday the 25th 
of April, 1774, and therein ſaid to be delivered by his 
Lordſhip, the 22d inſtant. 


Lord NorrTH. 


1 Do not conſider this matter of regulation, -I true, there is no 
4 regulation in the matter, and ſeemingly no conſideration] to be 

taking away their Charters in ſuch manner as is repre- 
| ſented ;---[ not in toto, the eſſence is extracted, but part of the form 
is to remain like the preſent /late of the Engliſh Conſtitution ]---it is 
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„ 
2 regulation of Government to affi/t the Crown ;---[ that is, the 
Crown adds power to the Crown, by the aſſiſtance of a ſet 4 Male 


Proſtitutes]---it appears to me, not to be a matter of Political 
Expediency, but of Neceſſity.---[ Political Neceſſity, the beſi ar- 
gument by and by for wiping 94 the National Debt] if it 
does not ſtand upon that ground, it ſtands on nothing. [i: 
Hands upon nothing then, my dear, as you ſhould do; faith, becaſe as 
bow, there is no ground, honey, for it to ſtand upon] The account, 
vrhich has juſt now been read to you, is an authentic Paper, 
ee to Goverment here, ſhewing that the Council re- 
fuſed in every caſe their aſſiſtance and advice 34 and that the 
Governor, tho he could, would not proceed without |---and will 
this country ſit ſtill ?---[ not much longer, it is expected to riſe 
daily ]---when they ſee the colony proceeding againſt your on 
fubjects, -[ your diſtinction, Sir, whoſe ſubjetts are they? i. e. 
the col2ny ]---tarring and feathering your ſervants, -[ whoſe ſer- 
.vants ?? O yes, the ſervants of the Crown and the Commons are one 
and the ſame to be ſure]---denying your laws and authority ;--- 
. ( becauſe contrary to conſtitutional law, and natural liberty --- 
refuſing every direction and advice which you ſend.---| Even 
to the uſe of /kamped paper and rotten tea] Are we, Sir, ſeeing 
all this, to be ſilent, and give the Governor no ſupport !--- 
{ no, Sir, yore feem to have à licence to talk nonſenſe as faſt as you 
an ]---Gevtlemen, ſay, let the colony come to your bar, and 
be heard in their defence ;---| time hath been, when a contrary 
Alſſertion would have caſt @ miniſter bis head] though it is not 
kikely that they will come when they deny your authority in every 
inſtance, -a ftaunch reaſm in future, for hanging a man firſt, and 
ſumncniug han to his tryal afterwards ]- can we remain in 
this ſituation long !---{ certarmly not, not many months longer |--- 
we mult effetually take ſome meaſure to correct and amend 
me defect of that Government. ---[ doubile/s you, ought to take 
the rmaie ot of yaur younger brother's eye, ſooner than attempt to 
torch the beam in your cwn}---| have heard fo many different 
opinions in regard to our conduct in America, I hardly know 
how to anſwer them. —-[perbaps, * you knaw not what to do, 
er what 10 fay]---+ The honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
| Batt, formerly blamed. the tam and infipid conduct of Govern- 
ment. [it was tame and inſtid indeed, when the rudder was 
forced frem the Tamer ſloop, ty the Spaniards I- now he con- 
demns this meaſure as herſh and ſevere.¶ it is unjuſt, and it 
 enjures our Bretlren ]- The Americans have tarred and fea- 
tered your ſubjefts,---[ ill harping on that tormented ſtring |--- 
piundered your Merchants, burnt your Ships, denied all obe- 
dience to your laws and authority [ is falſe ; to 3 

| which 


4 


which are unlawful in themſelves yet ſo clement and ſo long 
forbearing has our conduct been, that it Is incumbent apon 
us now to take a different courſe. --{ is it eee. ſenſible, the 
moderate and the judicious, Mr. Van, vouchſafed à nod of — 
ti0n]---W HATEVER may be the conſequence, we muſt riſque 
SOMETHING ; if we do not ALL IS OVER.---[ happy climax 
WHATEVER, SOMETHING and ALL]---The meaſure now. pro- 
poſed, is nothing more than taking the election of Counſellors 
out of the hands of thoſe people, who are continually ating 
in defiance and reſiſtance of your Laws.---[ the meaſure is nothing 
more than tearing up by the roots ALL the privileges of Engliſhmen} 
---[t has alſo been ſaid by Gentlemen, ſend for the Americans 
to your bar. Give them redreſs a twelvemonth hence; 
{ ſooner if you can}]---ſurely, Sir, this cannot be the Language 
that is to give ¶ectual Relief to America.---[ no, Sir, that et- 
fectual language is entruſted to the care of General Gage] It is 
not, I ſay again, political Convenience, it is political Nee, 
that urges this meaſtre.--[political neceſſity,  ** and with neceſſity, 
- (the tyrant's plea) excus'd his deviliſh deeds” |---if this is not 
the proper method,---{ which it moſt certainly is not ſhew me 
any other which is preferable, and I will poffpone it.---[with- 


out a doubt, you are ordered to poſtpone any other, preferable an not, 
vou know. | | „ 


2 Conway. 1 Milton. 


Should the above ſpeech with obſervations find its way to 
America, it will be as remarkable a ſpecimen of our improve- 
ment in Eloquence, and the art of Oratory generally; 2s 
the ſubject will be of our ſtrict regard ſor natural juſtice: if 
not thoroughly correct, it is the fault of thoſe Creatures 
at Weſtminſter, who dare to ſhut out their Pol I CAL CRE 
ATORS ; at all events, it c4nnot be ſo faulty as the Political 
Speculator, in the Ledger, that is to ſay a falſity in every line. 
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The following advice to an EASTERN PRxINcE appeared in 
print above thirty years ago: perhaps the publiſher im- 
agined, if it was not ſuitable then, it might be ſo at ſome 
future period. For myſelf, I cannot help believing that 
if it doth. not ſuit the preſent, it may ſome future reign; 
and therefore hope, by republiſhing it, you will oblige 


A FRIEND To THE KING. 


KING! live for ever !---Deſpiſe not the advice of the 
humble, nor think any too contemptible to do thee 
Hurt; for a wren may frighten the ſteed which the King 
rideth on; and the cackling of geeſe ſaved a mighty ſtate. 
Give not utterance to thine anger; but when thy ſoul is 


vexed even unto rage, retire to thy chamber and meditate ; 


for ſhalt thou force wiſe men from thy preſence, or ſhall thou 
ſuffer the foo! to boaſt that he hath ſeen the King in wrath ? 
Be not provoked to puniſh offences againſt thine own 
perſon: for that will betray revenge, beneath the greatneſs 
of thy Majeſty. 
| Offences againſt thy laws let thy laws puniſh: but pro- 
nounce not thou the ſentence, nor ſay unto the Judges, 
do thus. | le | 
Vex not the land with many laws; for, like many maſters, 


few will be regarded, and they will multiply crimes upon 


thy people. 


It the mighty men of thy kingdom, by the ſtrength of thy 


power, oppreſs thy people, let their palaces be razed, their 
fanilies humbled, and their carcaſes placed upon the higheſt 
pine-trees in thy foreſt, as a prey to the birds of the air; 
for they have *— Son the King, in the ſight of his people. 

Suffer not a flatterer to abide in thy preſence ; but let the 
voice of thy people be the mirror, in which thou beholdeſt 
the majeſty of thy ſublime perſon. 

Lend not thine ear only to the voice of one counſellor ; for 
ſo ſhall another man be more honoured in the King's houſe 
than the King himſelf. Then, though ſeated on thy throne, 
with a crown of rubies on thy head, and a cloth of gold 
beneath thy feet; though thou art arrayed in purple, and in 
fine linen, and in the midſt of thy guards, thou wilt be a 
priſoner; in thine own houſe wilt any be a priſoner; for 


who dare to ſpeak againſt the man whom the King ſo favour- 
eth? Thou wilt be a ſtranger to what paſſeth under thy 


own 


| . 10 ) . 
own. roof: be then ſhall guard thy reahns afar off? Tus 
vill the character of thy wiſdom be [efſened through the landz 
and æxmoreover, thou may'ſt by one man be betrayed into the 
hands of thy moſt dreadful foe. . 

Caſt off thy royal robes, and ſecretly viſit the remote 
corners of thy great city; there wilt thou hear thy govern- 


ment ſpoken freely of, and the names of thy counſellars 
telked over. 


The officers of the King's houſhold are mighty men; 


dut the people are his ſtrong pillars. 
- Hearken, O ye Princes of the carth. 


'You, who rule in. the hearts of your 1 are nd 
upon the Backs of ſtrong elephants; but the King, who 


turneth the labour of his people to ſcorn, rideth upon the 


horn of an unicorn. 
The lion doth roar, and the deſert doth tremble at the 
echo thereof; but a wiſe King ruleth with gentleneſs and 


mer c. 


In time of plenty, ſuffer thy people to lay up againſt a 


a time of need; for if the granaries of thy people are empty, 
how ſhall the King s armies be furniſhed ? 
A Le palace is beautiful to behold; but a warm cot- 
ſneweth the mightineſs of a government. 
hen thy people are afflicted with any ſore viſuatons 
humble thyſelf to "hn Eaſt. Let not the pleaſures of the 
court triumph over the lamentations of the poor. Suffer 
not the ſound of the timbrel, or the lute, the ſackbut, or 
the dulcimer, to touch thine ear; for thy people mourn. 
Let not ſinging- men or ſinging-women enter the gates of 


thy palace; for thy people weep. Change not thy raiment, 


nor let mirth ſhine upon thy nnn, 'till the viſitation 
of thy people is paſſed over. 

Command that the meaſures of corn, the meaſures of wine, 
and the meaſures of oil, which thy ſervants receive from the 
hands of. thy people, be diminiſhed. 


Suffer not the collectors of thy tribute to oppreſs thy 


people; nor ſuffer thou thy great men to fill their own gra- 
naries, whilſt the people lack. 


Like lightning upon a ripe harveſt, like moths upon a gar- 


ment, like caterpillars upon the leaves, or like locuſts upon 5 


the fruit- trees, ſo are m on the ſubſtance of a 
91 ; COR 

Suffer not a ſtranger to carry thy people into bondage, 
nor part with: the realms of * to him that threat- 


eneth; 


„ 
eneth; for high words cauſe mockery but the ſword of juſtice will 
prevail Thine ox, or thine aſs, freely may'ſt thou beſtow ; 


but the people are not thine to give. 


When thou warreſt, call thy wiſe men together to counſel 
thee; and let thy valiant men lead forth thy hoſts to battle. 
Suffer not a fool in thy council, nor let a coward dwell in 


thy tents: for wiſdom cometh upon a fool as a rainbow upon 


a cloud: it ſoon paſleth over, and leaveth no impreſſion be- 


hind; and the heart of a coward will tremble at the ſound 


of a trumpet. The clangor-of thine own arms will affright 


him, and with his cries will he confound thy brave men. 


Suffer not thy ſoldiers to periſh for want; for in battle 


2 ho thou loſe many of thy people. 


o ſhall thy people bleſs thee, as thou paſſeſf, and ſhall 


fay, that the King loveth his people, and cheriſheth them: 
he puniſheth thoſe who oppreſs them; he regardeth their 


- well-doing, and goeth to battle only for their defence, 


